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IGNORANCE 

By Saima Afreen  

What do the silverfish know  

of wood-pulp  

flattened into maps  

each dot a tree, grows with  

the number of divided rivers  

that don’t gush into the mouths of flags  

they are ribbons: blue, green and silver  

unpacking dead bodies on dark-grass  

on Adam’s bed in Eden;  

that conspire with sacred words  

for nesting on spines, like air  

in-visible, passing through Nimrod’s  

nostrils, whispering azaans  

on the birth of blasphemy  

counting sins in peacock nights  

as the herd of lanterns crosses  

a toppled sea; split open  

with jungles of Hebrew, Mandarin  

a word from Jesus’ crown floats  

till Port Said,  

enamels libraries  

and fills their ceilings  

with the sky of silverfish!  
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