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TRANSPLANTING A TREE AND OTHER POEMS 

By U Atreya Sarma 

 

A sapling or a small plant  

Can be transplanted elsewhere 

And there it grows in health. 

 

Try to uproot a tree from its place  

And replant it elsewhere, and see. 

Many of its roots snap in the process 

And it would be hard for the rest 

To strike into the earth 

And as strongly as earlier. 

 

Parents with many children dream: 

“Our progeny would be our security   

In our advanced old age. 

They would certainly look after us 

Collectively or in turns.” 

 

Imagine a modern couple 

With a hundred sons 

A la Dhritarashtra and Gandhari. 

Ten sons settle down overseas; 

So they can‟t take physical care of their parents; 

They may, of course, be sending money. 

 

The rest of the ninety are kind: 

They agree to host the parents  
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For four days each in a year. 

Every fourth day, the old parents 

Have to pack off their fragile belongings  

And transplant themselves to another place. 

 

If it‟s only a couple of sons; 

The parents can stay for half a year with either. 

Or for the full year if one of the sons is reluctant. 

If both are reluctant 

The hapless parents can go to an old age home 

Or do anything else to fill their meagre belly. 

 

If it‟s beyond them, 

They learn to be content  

To live in the huge earthy mansion 

With its maze of invisible walls  

And with its vast open ceiling lit  

By the shifting lights  

Of the sun, moon, and stars. 

 

CALL IT QUITS, HEARSAY AND SLANDER 

Hearsay and Gossip join and raise their hands 

Against the Sun, only to burn themselves. 

 

Pull the Mask of Backbiting over your face 

And you will choke and turn pale 

Shorn of the life-giving sunlight. 
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The Roof of Jealousy you erect over you 

Will only harry you with skin afflictions 

Hidden away as you are from the sunny warmth. 

 

Try not to screen the Sun, you Clouds of Slander 

For you will only be  

Distancing your heart from its natural spring 

And keeping it prisoned for ever in its dreary winter. 

 

May it dawn on you sooner than later 

That you‟re but nebulous and short-lived 

Whereas the sun keeps beaming forever 

To the hearty welcome of the vast world. 
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