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NOT FOR THESE…, AGÁPĒ 

 

By U Atreya Sarma 

 

They say,  

Love is unconditional. 

So they extol 

Self-sacrifice and agápē 

 

An unwed mother 

A symbol of “maternal love” 

Dumps her baby 

In the trash bin. 

Is love unconditional? 

 

A destitute mother  

An example of “selfless love” 

Sells her little child 

For some pittance of money. 

Is love unconditional? 

 

Parents invest in their son 

With hopes of dividends to reap 

At the evening of their lives. 

Is love unconditional? 

 

A son has his father raise 

A loan for his foreign studies. 

On the far-off shore he dates and weds a girl 

Of an alien tongue and culture. 



Episteme: an online interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary & multi-cultural journal 

 

Bharat College of Arts and Commerce, Badlapur, MMR, India 

 

Volume 5, Issue 3                                                                                             December 2016 
 

 

BCAC-ISSN-2278-8794  143 
 

On the awesome occasion 

The son sends a gift to his parents – 

A remittance and a paid receipt 

To “immigrate” to an old age home back at home. 

Is love unconditional? 

 

A boy woos a girl, and if he is booed, 

Will the spurned lover turn into a matchmaker? 

Will he seek for her a groom of her choice? 

Will he bless and unite them both? 

Will he send them on a honeymoon – 

Because we say, love is unconditional? 

 

Where‟s this unconditional love 

Except in the make-believe world 

Except in the mawkish poetry 

Of the dreamy romantic poets? 
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