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CAREFUL PLEASURE AND OTHER POEMS 

  By  Gopal Lahiri  

  

Tonight is too methodical, 

too antiseptic, too tight lipped 

in that sense, 

the careful pleasures 

shimmering with a faith 

now largely abandoned. 

  

In search of 

penance for the moral 

decline and gruesome excess in the society 

the west wind understates everything. 

  

At the end of every vista 

The curved moon and starry sky 

two competing symbols 

make their peace with the inhabitants. 
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Walking on the narrow pavement 

I feel the empty faces, 

Who are at war with the occupiers 

still different enough to matter. 

 

LIVING VOICES 

 A few fresh petals 

Each a growing thing 

Sometimes to be shed, someone else 

Make them heard 

In the morning walk. 

  

Much for others, others 

Who may be silenced, 

Mutate to white wings 

And bird song is riddled 

With long and short questions. 
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Somehow numbed, erased 

The footprints are still asking 

For living voices 

As if in a dream, listening 

Consenting, time to fill in alone. 

 

BLINK  

I am not the same, 

blinking inside 

The green water of the garden pond 

And the beautiful curve of the moon 

  

Your face, a brick field 

Spewing fire and venom to burn down 

The joyful moments. 

Under the summer sky. 

  

The promise is sinking through 

The soft glow of the jelley-eyed night 
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Before the solitary star 

comes back to claim me. 
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