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IN VINO VERITAS AND OTHER POEMS 

By Louis Kasatkin 
 

Opportunities like seagulls in flocks 

have flown by, 

precious moments and chances 

whipped away suddenly from our grasp, 

sent whirling skyward 

into ethereal anonymity, 

revealing an emptiness 

of purpose 

exposing a hollow shell 

cracking at the seams; 

whispers shall be our deliverance 

but not for a while yet, 

and the mists of morning 

accompany us with their dull cadences 

which we often mistake for unwarranted approbation; 

there is neither failure nor success, 

neither defeat nor triumph; 

our gilded shields and splendid spears 

have rendered nought 

but an inheritance of tears; 

Somewhere in the drowning stream 

as the Sun sets and encroaching night 

begins its long slow asphyxiation 

of what we thought was our day, 

a solitary flower is placed carefully 

on an unmarked grave in a church yard 

at the edge of the coming Storm. 
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FACE IN THE PICTURE 

 

There’s a face in the Picture, 

there’s a face in the picture that’s just faded out; 

there was a face in the picture that you could clearly see 

there was a face in the picture that was standing next to you and me; 

the face in the picture was smiling, laughing, grinning, 

the face was doing what most faces do; 

the face in the picture had a name, had a life, had a home, had a child 

but the face in the picture doesn’t “have” any of these anymore; 

it’s another face in a newspaper 

a face that’s a story, 

a face we won’t see anymore; 

“4 buckets of vodka and red bull, 

20 bottles of lager, 

shots of Sambuca and Jack Daniels 

during a 36 hour binge”. 

The report concluded:- 

452 microgrammes of alcohol per 100 millilitres of urine 

death from alcohol toxicity are expected at 350 microgrammes. 

But the face in the Picture didn’t know that.  
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THE BIG SHORT 
 

Did they offer you a thought 

for all your pennies? 

did they want your gold 

in exchange for a goose’s egg? 

did they swap your silver linings 

for a sky full of clouds? 

Would you trade your last dollar 

for their word of honour? 

Do you keep all of their promises 

in a jar ready to use on a rainy day? 

and all of these things 

they saw but they did not see, 

they heard but they did not hear, 

and they knew, 

they knew it all 

but still they tried not to know. 
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