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Paeans of Patliputra 

by C. L. Khatri 

 

Patna looks circular 

from the Golghar 

though it is rectangular.  

 

My eyes travel east to west 

it looks moon-shaped 

though it is spoon-shaped 

a bowl of foul water in the middle. 

 

Buddha’s prediction 

‘beware of fire and flood’ 

fire failed, flood tamed 

the last we saw in 1975. 
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The Ganga crawls on her knees in north 

sinking in the sand  

mixing memory and desire. 

 

City afraid of the rivers-  

Ganga, (east-north) Punpun,(south) and Sone (west)  

rivers afraid of the city-- 

fornicated dream of Ganga Pariyajana.  

 

Banse Ghat-moksha giving Ganga-  

 witnessed the last journey of the millions,  

cremated the Ganga, its creator.  

 

Electric cremation home  

spirals of smoke and  kilns  

breeding a Marine Drive and a Juhu beach. 
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From the top of the Golghar  

I look at Bankipore Girls’ High school  

once soaring in the sky of education 

now groveling in the bottom-- 

khichari, uniform, cycle, books 

money disbursement center of excellence.  

 

My eyes turn to Gandhi Sangrahalay 

a monument of pride and mourning 

hungry books, thirsty spirit 

Gandhism and moth. 

 

It takes me to Gandhi maidan 

every speck of dust-- 

a page of living history of the country  

from fall to spring  

from peanut sellers to slogan sellers. 

A Gandhi statue brighter and taller than ever 

a crow defecates on his head. 
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I revolve like a minute hand 

 of a clock on the clock shaped top 

tiptoed and contract my eyes 

to look for the relics of the grandeur 

 of Magadh Empire towards Kumhrar. 

 

Like a crane I quest for 

a Charak in PMCH 

a Chanakya in the university. 

a Chandragupta in Vidhan Sabha 

a Bhagirath in the Ganga. 

 

I desperately look for 

‘Patal’ of Patligram,  

‘Kusum’ of Kushumpur 

in the jaundiced jungle of concrete 

a horde of love birds pecking in the eyes of sun 

writing a new discipline of development and decay. 

 

BCC-ISSN-2278-8794 
 



Episteme: an online interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary & multi-cultural journal 

Bharat College of Commerce, Badlapur, MMR, India 

Volume 2, Issue 2   September 2013 
 
 
I take a handful of grain  

from Mir Kashim’s granary 

to preserve in my poetry  

the mysterious symmetry  

of dance, death and desire.              
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