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AFRICA 

By Ximena Gautier Greve 

 

 Africa ... Broad as the palm of the hand, 

The right hand of God raising the Earth. 

The roaring red earth, that breaks through the big jungle thick, 

Thick insect clouds of incessant noises, steeled, 

steeled vermin which pierce mines under mountains and waves 

pregnant blue waves of wild lives and damned boats 

Damned cargoes with all ages slaves, abducted 

Abducted, deported; legal trade of slavery 

Slavery which gaves a color to inhuman misfortune   

Inhuman exploitation forge proud and colossal fortunes 

Huge fortunes springing up from blood of Black people 

Black diamonds and rubies, Black uranium, Black metals, 

Metals of an entire continent dispoiled and betrayed 

Betrayed and butchered in wars, guerrillas and disasters 

Disasters they drunk as a pray of strange religions  

Strange smiles of gods who emerge from other worlds and planets 

Planet of the poverty and ignorance, of the ebola and malaria 

Malaria within their blood dyed with fever and love curse 

The curse against which the Ché and the Colonel got up  

The Colonel, whose vision and commitment tended to African  

Utopia of an African hope for better life and humanity 

A humanity, asking education for all and emancipation for women  

Women's excision, thegenital mutilation in secret   

Secret voices of women, humiliated, dependent 

Dependent sex, embarrassed of her own existence 

Existence without instruction, neither books, nor equality 

Equality, Fraternity, Instruction and Rights required 

required for moving between drums and dances 
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Dances of expressive and vehement life of the tribes 

Tribes that Colonel’s death left orphans  

Orphan as you are, Africa ... Oh! Mother of Humanity. 
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