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The shortest genre of fiction is the short story, which demands that every component—plot, 

character, environment, and theme—be succinct. Emotions must be communicated and action 
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must move swiftly.The short story, which offers a variety of perspectives on Indian experiences 

and life, is one of the most popular forms of Indian literature. Over time, Indian short stories 

have changed, incorporating Western elements with traditional storytelling methods. As a result, 

a new and distinctive art form is created. 

 

A thorough and perceptive examination of the Indian short story genre can be found in Dr. Dipak 

Giri's Indian Short Story: A Critical Evaluation. The book explores the diverse range of issues, 

genres, and social circumstances represented in this literary form through a compilation of essays 

written by different academics.The book includes chapters on well-known Indian authors of 

short stories, such as Ruskin Bond, Ismat Chughtai, R.K. Narayan, Munshi Premchand, 

Rabindranath Tagore, and many more. The collection explores a number of topics found in 

Indian short stories, including cultural identity, human emotions (love, loneliness etc.), and 

social issues (caste, class, gender etc.). Every chapter offers a critical evaluation of a particular 

short story or author's work. Literary criticism theories are applied to analyze aspects such as 

symbolism, narrative style, and characterization. The book talks about Indian short stories' 

contribution to Indian literature and its enduring influence. 

 

Dr. Dipak Giri's Indian Short Story: A Critical Evaluation offers a comprehensive and insightful 

exploration of the Indian short story genre. Through a collection of essays by various scholars, 

the book delves into the rich tapestry of themes, styles, and societal contexts reflected in this 

literary form. The volume begins with a foundational introduction to the short story, defining its 

key characteristics and highlighting its significance within Indian literature. It emphasizes the 

genre's unique ability to capture the nuances of Indian experiences in a concise and impactful 

manner.The book explores the vast literary landscape of the subcontinent by providing a 

thorough analysis of Indian short stories. The articles in the book offer important insights into the 

historical, social, and cultural circumstances that influenced these literary works, especially those 

that concentrate on Rabindranath Tagore and Mulk Raj Anand. 
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The book's contributions by Ankita Saren and Srijani Ganguly emphasize the value of short 

stories as a potent vehicle for social criticism and individual expression. They provide insight 

into the development of Indian short fiction and its capacity to convey the subtleties of the 

human condition by analyzing the writings of well-known authors such as Tagore. 

A new viewpoint on the literary brilliance of the Nobel winner is provided by Kundan Das's 

examination of Rabindranath Tagore's short works. Das uncovers the underlying themes of love, 

grief, and the human condition that speak to readers of all ages by analyzing Tagore's complex 

narratives and symbolism. 

The examination of caste, class, and gender by Dr. Dipak Giri in Mulk Raj Anand's short stories 

offers a critical perspective for comprehending the socio-political realities of 20th-century India. 

Giri emphasizes the ability of literature to question social conventions and promote social justice 

by looking at the lives of oppressed individuals.  

In his examination of Rabindranath Tagore's short works, Kundan Das presents a novel 

viewpoint on the Nobel laureate's creative brilliance. Through an analysis of Tagore's complex 

stories and symbols, Das uncovers the universal themes of love, grief, and humanity. 

Dr. Dipak Giri offers a critical perspective for comprehending the socio-political realities of 

India in the 20th century by examining caste, class, and gender in Mulk Raj Anand's short 

stories. By exploring the lives of underprivileged characters, Giri demonstrates how literature 

can be used to question established standards and promote social justice. 

The subsequent chapters probe into the works of prominent Indian short story writers, examining 

a wide range of themes and perspectives. From motherhood and social issues to identity and 

cultural displacement, the book offers a multifaceted exploration of the human condition as 

portrayed through the lens of Indian storytelling. 



Episteme: an online interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary & multi-cultural journal 

 

Bharat College of Arts and Commerce, Badlapur, MMR, India 

 

Volume 13, Issue 2                                                                                           December 2024 

 

4 

BCAC-ISSN-2278-8794 

 

Notable authors featured include Mahasweta Devi, Qurratulain Hyder, R.K. Narayan, Ismat 

Chughtai, Ruskin Bond, Rabindranath Tagore, and Salman Rushdie. Each chapter provides a 

detailed analysis of their work, examining narrative techniques, symbolism, and the socio-

political contexts that influenced their writing. 

One of the strengths of this book is its use of critical lenses and theoretical frameworks to 

enhance the analysis. Scholars employ feminist perspectives, psychoanalytic theories, and post-

colonial discourse to gain deeper insights into the stories. This interdisciplinary approach 

enriches the understanding of the texts and their significance within the broader literary 

landscape. 

The book also offers valuable insights into the social and cultural commentary embedded within 

Indian short stories. Authors like Ismat Chughtai and Mahasweta Devi address issues of gender, 

class, and caste, while others explore the complexities of identity and belonging in a rapidly 

changing society. 

The collection of essays presents a diverse range of voices, reflecting the richness and 

complexity of the Indian short story tradition. From established scholars to emerging voices, the 

contributors offer a variety of perspectives and interpretations. This diversity makes the book a 

valuable resource for both students and seasoned researchers. 

A thorough and captivating examination of a dynamic literary genre may be found in Dr. Dipak 

Giri's Indian Short Story: A Critical Evaluation. It provides a wide range of critical evaluations 

that look at writers, subjects, and theoretical stances. For anyone who wants to learn more about 

the Indian short tale and its place in Indian literature, this book is a great resource. Dr. Dipak 

Giri, the book's editor, explores the diverse fabric of Indian short stories. With 26 chapters, it 

provides a thorough examination of the writings of prominent Indian short story authors for the 

benefit of readers, authors, academics, and students. 
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A basic overview of the genre is given in the first section. The significance of conciseness and 

powerful narrative in short fiction is highlighted, drawing on Anton Chekhov’s quotation. The 

chapter emphasizes how the Indian short tale holds a special place in Indian literature, coexisting 

with poetry as a well recognized and favored genre. It recognizes the genre's development, its 

origins in both Western narrative methods and traditional storytelling, and its capacity to 

encapsulate Indian culture and existence. 

After this introduction, the book probes further into the writings of particular authors. Every 

chapter centers on a well-known author and academics examine recurrent themes, narrative 

motifs, and the social milieu that influences their writing. For example, Dr. Deepak Rana 

investigates the fictional aspects of Premchand and R.K. Narayan's writings, while Dr. Shachi 

Sood's chapter looks at motherhood as shown by Mahasweta Devi. Ismat Chughtai, Ruskin 

Bond, Rabindranath Tagore, and Salman Rushdie are among the other well-known writers 

discussed. 

The critical analyses extend beyond the content of the stories. Several chapters provide 

additional in-depth study through the use of theoretical frameworks. For example, Samim Reza 

uses Lacanian psychoanalysis and Erik Erikson's psychosocial theories to revisit Ruskin Bond's 

famous short story "The Tiger in the Tunnel." In a similar vein, Ananya Ghosh takes a feminist 

stance when examining Chughtai's controversial story "Lihaaf" (The Quilt). 

Without holding back, the book examines the most sinister aspects of Indian civilization. In her 

analysis of Chughtai's "The Quilt," Sampurna Chowdhury highlights the disruption of traditional 

gender roles and the potential for marital dissatisfaction. Dr. Shreoshi Dey analyzes Tagore's 

writings from a feminist standpoint, looking at how women negotiate and challenge social 

norms. "Indian Short Story: A Critical Evaluation" concludes with a chapter dedicated to Mulk 

Raj Anand, showcasing his work as a social activist who addressed caste, gender, and class 

concerns through his short stories. At the end of the book is a thank-you note from the editor, 

along with an email address and website for further communication 
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In conclusion, this book is a priceless tool for anyone wishing to gain a deeper comprehension of 

the Indian short tale form. Its thorough approach, which covers both well-known and lesser-

known writers, provides an extensive weaving of critical analysis. The book excels at analyzing 

the content of the stories as well as the underlying concepts, narrative techniques, and social 

context that shape them.For academics, students, and ordinary readers interested in Indian 

literature, it is an invaluable resource. The book's wide range of subjects and perceptive analysis 

make it an engaging read. The book emphasizes the significance of Indian short stories in 

forming the country's cultural identity by showcasing the lasting legacy of authors like Tagore 

and Anand. 

A thorough and captivating examination of a dynamic literary genre may be found in Dr. Dipak 

Giri's Indian Short Story: A Critical Evaluation. It provides a wide range of critical evaluations 

that look at writers, subjects, and theoretical stances. For anyone who wants to learn more about 

the Indian short tale and its place in Indian literature, this book is a great resource. Dr. Dipak 

Giri, the book's editor, explores the diverse fabric of Indian short stories. With 26 chapters, it 

provides a thorough examination of the writings of prominent Indian short story authors for the 

benefit of readers, authors, academics, and students.  
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